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The origin of mangroves and expansion of the distribution: A trial for the mangrove

paleology study.

Kogo Motohiko"

Abstract: This paper is made by paleo-botanical studies since 2009 and my experiences on mangroves since
1978. The objective for the study is to explore for unknown history of mangroves from the time of appearance to
present. Mangrove Associates are not inclusive in this study. Following findings or confirmations were obtained
as below; (1) Paleo-botanical study on mangroves is very few, (2) Their records of fossil are also very few and
almost all of them are pollen, (3) It was gotten by analysis of molecular phylogenetics classification that mangrove
species belong to angiosperm except Acrostichum, (4) First mangroves appear in both regions of Eastern and
Western Tethys Sea, about 100 million years ago, late Cretaceous, (5) At present time they are Eastern/ Western
Mangroves, (6) It is interested that there are Rhizophora and Avicennia exist both regions, but the species consisted
are totally different, (7) A getting a salt tolerance ability of them may be keeping since geological time, because
of all lives on land come from sea, (8) The appearance of mangroves may happen in each species and at deferent
geological times, (9) Mangrove fossils, but pollen, found in Japanese Archipelago at only the time of Miocene.
However, it may be possible to find them before Miocene, (10) There are many Dinosaur lovers and scientists
in Japan. Last dinosaurs live at the late Cretaceous as same as at the time of mangroves birth, (11) It is expected
that Dinosaur lovers and mangrove scientists shake hands for searching mangrove fossil in Japan, and (12) The
important Keywards for researching are three; late Cretaceous, herbivorous dinosaur and sea coast.
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Fig. 1 Prof. Dr. M. Fouda and the author (Cairo, May 2009).
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Fig. 2 Satellite images of Wadi al Hitan by Google Earth. A:
location (Shooting date: December 31, 2006) and B: Enlarged view
(Shooting date: November 22, 2005).
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Fig. 3 Kiyomi and | spent an over-night in the desert (May 2009). A: Camp site at Wadi al Hitan and B: Fennec the animal well known in
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s “The Little Prince”.
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Fig. 4 Eocene fossils found at Wadi al Hitan (May 2009). A: The fossil of mangrove root system fallen from the upper and B: The fossil of
ancient whale skeleton.
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Fig. 5 The layer with mangrove root system fossils at Wadi al Hitan (May 2009). A: A mangrove fossil outcrop and B: Possibly above-ground

roots of Avicennia.
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Fig. 6 Fossilized trees and animal bone fossils found at Quatarani, near Wadi al Hitan (May 2009). A and B: Fossilized trees and C: An unknown
animal bone fossil.
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Fig. 7 Travels of Paleology, 2009-2020.
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Table 1 Activities of Al Gurm Research Centre / Action for Mangrove Reforestation, 1978-2020.
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Fig. 8 Our activities on mangroves, 1978-2020.
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Fig. 9 At Gebel el Disto in March 2010, where the Paralytian fossil was found. A: Paralititan stromeri in image from Wikipedi (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paralititan), B: The fossils of Paralititan found in the area, C: Possible Avicennia aerial root, and D: The camel feeding
leaves of Avicennia, Qatar (@ S. Suda).
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Fig. 10 At the southern Baharia in March 2010. A: The desert exploring by 4WD cars, B: Fossil of water lily leaf, C: Fossil of unknown fruit,
and D: Possible the fossil of Avicennia roots.
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Fig. 11 Travel in Peru (Huascaran National Park, March 2010) A: Huascaran 6,768m, the highest mountain in Paru, B: Foot print of dinosaur on
the rock wall, and C: The site of Dinosaurs fossils discovered.
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Fig. 12 Visit the natural history museum in Paris (August 2017) A: at the entrance. B: fossil of Nypa fruit.
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Fig. 13 Visit the Birbal Sahni Institute of Paleobotany in India (February 2019). A: A BSIP logo, B: fossil of Nypa fruit in Miocene, and C: Fossil

of Sonneratia leave.
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Fig. 14 Visit the Geological Museum in Cairo, Egypt (March 2010). A: Staff of the museum, B: fossils of dinosaur (Paralititan stromeri), and C:
Fossil of Avicennia leave.
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Fig. 15 Visit the Natural History Museum in London (March 2010). A: Dr. Kenrick was guided us and B: Ceriops hypocotyls were kept in the
bottle.
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Table 2 Classification of mangroves based on molecular genealogy.
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Fig. 16 Phylogenetic tree, from Polypodiopsida to Angiosperms (Modified from the figure on the web page of the
National Institute for Basic Biology).
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#3 HEARN2»STHE T HRAOIFIERGMTHRM SN2~ I u—T LA DR
Table 3 Record of mangrove fossil found in the different sites of the world, from the late Cretaceous to Miocene.
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O :ftaREDY X 7L, EH :Rollet (1981) , Tsuda et al (1986) , Saenger and Luker (1997) ,
Darwish and Attia (2007) , (%3 (2011), Srivastava and Prasad (2019) .

EAE o ey i = Fa. - / S [
17 2 - #EGTORMAARKE, A 2% 35292 a7y (Taxodium mucronatum) CNAIEYE, 20174E 4 H), B: A v F*%
ST ATV OBGHERA ($5AR 1997)

Fig. 17 Swamp forest vegetations in tropics and subtropics. A: Bald cypress (Taxodium mucronatum) (The Koishikawa Botanical Garden,

April 2017) B: Tropical peat swamp forest in Kalimantan, Indonesia (from Suzuki 1997).
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£4 WBHhOEN, FLTEERSHEA
Table 4 The steps, from sea to land and again from land to sea.
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YU —=TIEW R (K 18A) . HERZ=DWE L2
Z 2 — X =7 DE K Sonneratia b TG EMT B WIS
VoTrbEPELICLTRERSNZL (K18B), W
ITNLEROHEREEZ L, L=V T - <2F 0D
Avicennia & Rhizophora D3 (K 18C). 5L bN 7
VI EREV, REOSME, THEND o 7 EiRICE
Wi\, 0L RERbIET Y S a— T oAt
OEROPTLRENS, Ceriops DIGEMTALA (0
YRV LA &, BUEREIC S TR IS
A AH5ED (K19),

EXRALICH LTEMED D S, A=A T Tk
HoOFy—2 4 120% ABTHELKRKE S 29® (2
INEL ooy rua—70H5 (K20 2%~
~ =0 4 < ¥ Win Maung i1¥ " BONSAI
Mangrove  EFRL 720 W — 3 U772

52 (b :F 8,5

L 5 Ai D3k

1LY v RED LI ICZERIRAY, BBk
EN72DIE L% ve WRIA 1T THh Do ZIILIER)
DR LEDLS B NIEAH I,

WS X AR HOR I, HER L~V oA RIC S

18 EXALDH. A: Rhizophora harrisoni (L7 7 Kb, TAA GV A, 1994 4E 12 H), B : Sonneratia (=2 —F=7, i

SAEAAH, MEA=ERY) , C:EXELZEANeVF () LerFy~r o] () o (xL—-7, ¥v% ¥, 2010

#5H)

Fig.18 Examples of gigantism. A: Taller Rhizophora harrisonii (Esmeraldas, Ecuador, December 1994) B: Taller Sonneratia (New Guinea, date
taken unknown, taken by K. 1zumo), and C: Enlarged leaves of Rhizophora mucronata (right) and Avicennia alba (left) (Matang, Malaysia, May
2010).
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u F.)
BI19 ISR~ L, AMEFHTEOOY R -2 LARSM L7 Ceriops OIGEREY (02 ¥ HRLEYAE, 2010 423 H), B
HAAE Ceriops tagal DIEFET (v ~—, 200747 H)
Fig. 19 Evolution from “small” to “large”. A: A propagule from the Eocene London Clay of Ceriops (London Natural History Museum, March
2010) and B: Propagules of the extant species Ceriops tagal (Myanmar, July 2007).

L

B20 #BAMEDBl, AEBECTEOBMELIYY 7 u—T (A =AMFY 7T, F—v4v, 2015410 ), B: A OLKRGH
Fig.20 Examples of Dwarfism. A: Dwarfed mangroves growing on bedrock (Darwin, Australia, October 2015), B: Close-up view of A.
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21 WS o CTHAR & IAVT A Bruguiera gymnorrhiza OREMT- (74—, 19854 4 )
Fig.21 Propagules of Bruguiera gymnorrhiza spreading distribution on ocean currents (Fiji, April 1985).

X122 FEF-OUHFREARIZ L oTC, v 7 a—7 13 M RIZIEA - 72 (https://eoimages.gsfc.nasa.gov/images/imagerecords
/47000/47427/global_tm5_mangroves_lrg.png £ V5[, JiX : Spalding et al., 1997)

Fig. 22 The world distribution of mangroves carried out by sea currents (https://eoimages.gsfc.nasa.gov/images/
imagerecords/47000/47427/global_tm5_mangroves_Irg.png, original drawing from Spalding et al., 1997)
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A (7Y TARR) BEREEIGH T OO X v )V FEEE, BRI AE - v/ A TH (2022

X 23 ~rru—745 A OALR &R,
E12H), B :(FK - KFERERERE) ~V—ItiBr s 7 FIVESE D Avicennia germinans - Laguncularia racemosa 1% (2016
H£6H), C:HT77U% A FEEME) E7EAEOA—A Y ROV F5 < (2005 412 H)

Fig. 23 The limit of world distribution of mangroves. A: (northern limit of Asia) Kandelia ovobata community at the mouth of the Oura River,
Kagoshima (December 2022), B: (southern limit of South America) Avicennia germinans and Laguncularia racemosa community near the
Ecuadorian border in northern Peru (June 2016), and C: (southern limit of Indian Ocean coast) A. marina in East London, Republic of South

Africa (December 2005).

#5 T rO#wY IAEK (Port Klang, <L —3FkkE) (Watson, 1929)
Table 5 Watson's inundation class in Port Klang, Maley Archipelago (from Watson 1929).

Height above Times flooded per
datum line (feet) month

Inundation

class Flooded by From To From To

1 All high tides 0 8 56 62

2 Medium high tides 8 11 45 59

3 Normal high tides 11 13 20 45

4 Spring high tides 13 15 2 20

5 Abnormal (equinoctial tides) 15 - — 2
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A

B N »

24 SFEFRM M, A CUFIYIORM (FF—N, 199342 ), B:AuUFORM (FEE, 19884 5H), C: ¥
FI ALY XFOMMR (WFRE, 1988 4£5 H), D: Rhizophora harrisonii D5 (T2 7 R, 1994 4£ 12 A), E: R. harrisonii ®
SRR (227 RV, 2002 45 12 H)

Fig. 24 Various type of aboveground root system. A: Pneumatophores of Avicennia marina in Qatar (February 1993), B: Knee Roots of
Bruguiera gymnorrhiza in Iriomote Island, Okinawa (May 1988), C: Buttress root of Heritiera littoralis in Iriomote Island, Okinawa (May
1988), D: Aerial roots of R. harrisonii in Ecuador (December 1994), and E: Prop roots of R. harrisonii in Ecuador (December 2002).

kilometers

K25 W{OrOvrra—7HIIEES CEOMMEEE L. A TIET (N T) BiEOWSIEES M, B milisTED
fEAi (O:A. marina, @ : K. stylosa) (Kogo and Tsuruda, 1996) .

Fig. 25 Some mangroves obtain tolerance to high salinity. A: Salinity distribution of the Arabian Gulf, B: Species distribution growing in high
salinity (o : A. marina,e: R. stylosa) (Kogo and Tsuruda, 1996).
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¥ § =o'k -+ SETRE i . .-_\-.;...na.'ii.i'_.'-'.._"}.L.‘..: A
26 IR A% THEONY Y Y U—"T7y A: Avicennia marina (% —)v, 197941 B), B: A. marina Rhizophora stylosa,
Ceriops tagal (VS%F A% >+ 37 =shk—)b, 198147 )
Fig.26 The species grow in the area 4 % salinity. A: Avicennia marina (Qatar, January 1979), B: A. marina, Rhizophora stylosa, and Ceriops

e

tagal (Miani Hor, Pakistan, July 1981).

6. R=vro—JLfixrru—7

6.1 AEICOVT

CABRZEREZ TS, FEH S TH KM new
continent % Hri 7 new world |2 S N7z, B 4l
RHTZHZEZEETLAIOTELALL Y, W) Di,
FFEOHNHIZRE DT A 2 LR FATL

JTE KL BIZT A HEED S 5. AEP (Atlantic-East
Pacific) & IWP (Indo-West Pacific) s HI#&IERGIL T 2
Uh ) TH-WT TN, BEBEEERT 7Y ~H
TIVT AT T RAN=T D, A VY A
U &9 RBEHREWEED, RIZE - TG 720 #r
SRS BTk, TR~y su—T, WK
vy rsu—78 WORII—-TEwno k)il
HPECH b, FAMTIED L2, bay) »y ZHEE
dhiFr,

62 BEXRNTITLA

Tomlinson (1986) ®k A F 7 F Al2i& L7 (F
27) o MIREHERIDICL, BE1°IZDE, 20
ToLYy7u—JHERE L, Wy rsu—7" &
P rua—7" PPELPIR D,

2007 NV—TIZHHRAEDENZITTIE Ve FO
BLEFELE) vy 7u—TJRE2ZITICHD01E 14
B (Aegicealitis J&, bt V¥ E F*)&, Pemphis &,
Osbornia 1&, "N~¥rulg, v~vI%&E, FTeILF
J&, I ¥E, AvVFE VXTI ATT ) FE,
Camptstemon &, rx—HN e )V¥gE, v/ ¥7aurY
B, I ¥E) . Tk LTl u—THEIE,
o2k (RYTYIS/Ea /) INVTAE) THhb
ELELICBHLOPVY YT LFBELLES Y

B2, MTHLEFLZDIE—2b %\,

6.3 {tGsE
LA EHICTEE L7z (M28)0 DEDBHE -
7228, WM~ 70 —TOENHIE o &) & AR
Nize LbWiEobh v, AL HBAEME T
BWTWDTh b,
REVENST, HhH, WO EHELLI.
SNV VE - W~ v o — T EE D ISR
- TOLARERITH > 720 20T B &
i~ ra—T7E» 5182, 28D
R YIS E  BHAEROSAIETE RS T, A
U THEETE T 7)) 121 % v (Tomlinson, 1986)
([ 29), WIFEEATRE IS RIT =M &% 2 B b,
MATLHVEo0NfEMDE 2z 72 HIERE,
TAYH - T 7Y EREDSGEET AATICHE L
72, EO= 7O — T L HILE W,
XY IYTULFBELLESTUIE R v
su—7EOELELIZO 0T A LA LFEL AN
WCTHhLEFEF 7 Blp b, FUMEITFAL 2\
D7 (R6)0 0o
SR EIIZRER DS B 125 D o AKIEIIELT 73k
BHLPLHAN RV, T, BH, g wizs, 4
BOBELABTZEADLDNE, Loy

6.4 Saenger and Luter &t

WS 1 SEEE 57240, Vv =Ly —
D&% (Saenger and Luter, 1997, BLF S & L i) 3%
Zllh oo LALI0EFES THRAET &, HEY
B EHE VIR O, S& LA KL L CTHMA
L& (K30),

B old “H-fivrrua—7" 189w Twn



Mangrove Science Vol.16

22 KOGO MOTOHIKO

k=]
s .
£ c NI
. nﬁum w_7 X OO0 X O X X X
o R«
© 2 LW U
fe>) = .
— S 2
. S ,
e 5 k2 D
B £ O v O X X O X OO0 O
= = =
g 5 NS ® oo
s - > £
E E + 8 ~
b1 = H < i
i 2 o
%“ LLW Na © 2
g S 2 EHS « M5 3 T oy o 53
- > o g ~ T S 9 ¥ I
bl o & NS s ¥ 3534 ~ 3 ¢ d g~
> o o > < bh\,crgrm]a
i 22 Y& |lg |84 35 §S i
£%B w9 < S <2 8§ 8 3 0=
m m5 ‘ﬁ\h BT .ﬁl\ﬂ\r
& 3 A iy SN S
- =5 i)
-] ~ a <
g g9 o
B NG - RE
5§ a8 N N
s - B 28 (>N X O x O x x x O
H X 6 P = >
£ N5 o8 |2
Lt
sﬂm o 5 w
E o< > AN OXx O XxO0OO0O0 X
L] —
S s ®E [b
8 Vg = 9
E 3 S N o ® oo
g Ng I 3
s o 0o S
r.*?g 5] —~ ©
g #® S N 2oy 1 3
= = 7] ~
es Nzt :/ B g
SE rie P %y 3z
i = p 5 & 8§ S 8
. £ /ﬂa JW/ ]]V,.manmn
o o A E £ S & B <9
— 5 w® AN Q0 9 8 § N %N 3
N S © £ |[# R 38 S ¢ S 3 K% 8
=3 28|\ 2y R E
WM.MUM © a0 ~— e
aeEm T S N ¥ =N < = <<
~ ._tkTW
Sh
(=2
X iT



March 2025

< 7u—T7OREE ZFDOSAEK

‘%.s
. = ol
é?/l \""*‘Q‘M N B
T :
S L b od
Mk R q;
’ Sy . ﬁ;,nar.o..zx,nms“,s@ T

© 7

O NpRhes+: LR RS- BE

E: ##r : Miocene (23.03 - 5.33 mya)

28 HUEEEAC (FHHER

D: fiigr it Oligocene (33.9 - 23.03 mya)

Av: B/LF &< V& (Avicennia spp.), Ac: X X ET
v % J& (Acrostichum spp.), Bg: A4 t /L ¥ &
(Bruguiera spp.), Cn: == / #1/)L " XJ& (Conocarpus
spp.), Cr: =2 /L& (Ceriops spp.), Ex: v 7
% J& (Excoecaria spp.), Lg: 727 > 27 7 U T &

(Laguncularia spp.), Ka: A B /L& (Kandelia spp.),

Np: = v/ 3@ (Nypa spp.), Pl XU T T TJ&E
(Pelliciera spp.), Rh: v =¥~k /LXRE
(Rhizophora spp.), So: /~~# 27 1 J& (Sonneratia
spp.), Sc: 7 X~ & (Scyphiphora spp.)

Bll~mrt) ofLAFCE (E# : Rollet, 1981)

Fig. 28 The fossil records of mangroves in geological time (data source: Rollet, 1981)
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Pelliciera
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|

-present

* ~fossil pollen

X129 1t A EEEkB L OB A& D Pelliciera rhizophoreae 43 4
(Tomlinson, 1986)

Fig. 29 Distribution of Pelliciera rhizophoreae in fossil pollen and
present (from Tomlinson, 1986)
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' } O #2E : OFES — HEL— b
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30 Saenger and Luter i@ (v> 7 0—7DILHIV—1) 2HETH
Fig. 30 Negative opinion to Saenger and Luter’s hypothesis.
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Fig.31 Distribution areas of Rhizophora samoensis (A O) and Rhizophora mangle (B O).There is a very wide

ocean between the areas.

R. samoensis
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=~ b

Xl 32 Rhizophora samoensis DAL (Tomlinson, 1986)
Fig.32 Hypothesis for origin of Rhizophora samoensis (from Tomlinson, 1986).
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Fig. 33 North Pacific Ocean Currents (from the web page of Japan Meteorological Agency) and the Hawaiian Islands.
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Fig. 34 Distribution of number of mangrove species in the South-
Western Pacific Ocean, the number of species less and less apart
from New Guinea (Nakanishi 2008)
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Fig. 35 Fossil of Telescopium sp. (Fossil Museum of Mizunami,
May 2013). The discovery revealed the existence of mangroves in
the Japanese Islands during the Miocene.
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(compiled by Matsubara et al,, 2004)
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2011)

Fig. 36 Fossil records of mangrove pollen and Geloina spp.fossiles, Miocene in the Japanese

Islands (from Yamanoi, 2011).
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Table 7 Mangroves in the Japanese Islands during the Miocene (from
Tsuda et al., 1986) .
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Fig. 37 Distribution of dinosaur fossil in Japan (from website of the Fukui Prefecture Dinosaur Museum)
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Fig. 38 Dinosaur footprint fossils in Sebayashi, Kannuru Town, Gunma

Prefecture (April 2013)
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